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Home improvement projects can range from relatively inexpensive 
undertakings to complex endeavors that cost homeowners thousands of 
dollars. In an effort to make expensive projects more affordable, 
homeowners may look for ways to pitch in, and do-it-yourself demolition is 
a common way to cut costs.
Due to geographical fluctuations in price as well as the scale of a project, it’s 
hard to pinpoint just how much homeowners can save by doing demolition 
work themselves. HomeAdvisor estimates that the average small interior 
demolition project costs just over $3,000, though more significant demolition 
projects can cost considerably more than that. Given the cost, it’s no surprise 
that so many homeowners volunteer to do demolition on their own. Though 
it’s possible to do so safely, homeowners can take steps to determine if it’s in 
their best interest to take on a DIY demolition or leave it to the professionals.
• Conduct a cost analysis. Demolition projects seem simple, but they often 
require the use of equipment most homeowners don’t have on hand. Rentals 
can be considered in such instances, but the cost of renting equipment can 
reduce the amount of money homeowners are saving by going it alone. For 
example, homeowners may be able to pull up vinyl or tile flooring on their 
own, but not all floors are installed the same. Some floors may have been 
glued more effectively than others, making it hard and/or time-consuming to 
pull them up by hand. A walk-behind floor scraper can make it easier to 
remove such floors, but that equipment must be rented. A cost analysis 
comparing the contractors’ demolition cost estimate and the cost of DIY, 
complete with equipment rental projections, can give a more accurate picture 
of how much money homeowners will save by going it alone. If the savings 

Tips before 
deciding to do a 
DIY demolition
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• Huge Selection of Quality Flooring

Wall  to  Wall
WE’VE  GOT  YOU  COVERED!

• Financing Available

Located at 89 Main Street, Sidney NY 13838

Residential 
and commercial 

carpet, luxury 
vinyl, ceramic tile, 

& remnants.

Carpet and Vinyl Remnants 
available at discounted Prices

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 am - 7 pm; Sat. 9 am - 1 pm
Closed Sunday • 

KITCHEN CABINETS:

Showplace 
Cabinetry

ON SALE
CHEST AND UPRIGHT 

FREEZERS 
ARRIVING WEEKLY!
• 2.4 cu. ft. to 24.8 cu. ft.  • all manufacturers

VEP / WALDRON’S

See Our Full Line of

Washers & Dryers

FREE

In-Home Measuring!

NORWICH OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich

607-334-4378
www.norwichope.com

8:00-5:00 Monday-Friday and 8:00-12:00 on Saturday

of DIY are negligible, 
homeowners should 
probably let the 
contractor handle the 
demo.
• Speak with your 
contractor. Prior to 
saying they’ll do the 
demo work on their 
own, homeowners 
should speak with their 
contractors to get an 
accurate idea of what 
the project will entail. 
Demolition projects 
may seem simple 
enough, but contractors 
can illustrate the 
correct way to do 
things so as to 
minimize potentially 
costly damage. Some 
contractors may offer to 
help homeowners start 
the demo project and 
then leave them to their 
own devices once they 
get a knack for what to 
do. Once homeowners 
see what it will take, 
they can then decide if 
DIY is best for them.
• Enlist help. No DIY demo should ever be done alone. The risk for accident 
and injury is simply too great for homeowners to go it alone. Homeowners 
who can’t enlist some volunteers to pitch in should leave the job to the 
professionals.
DIY demolition can save homeowners a lot of money. But such projects are 
not necessarily as simple as they seem. Homeowners should take steps to see 
exactly what they’re getting into before they volunteer to take on demo duty.  
FH218175
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1) NORTH NORWICH TRANSFER STATION
– 6701 NYS Hwy 12, Norwich

M 8–noon, T-Sat 8–4

2) BRISBEN TRANSFER STATION
– 177 Coutermarsh Rd., Greene

M 8–noon, T-Sat 8–4

3) PHARSALIA LANDFILL
– 439 CR 47, Norwich

M–F 8–4, Sat 8–noon

Watch for upcoming recycling programs at the landfill and transfer stations.

Recycle The Right Way

#1 – see through plastic = #1 PETE
#2 – colored plastic jugs & bottles = #2 HDPE 

 Colored
#2 – milky color 

 plastic jugs & bottles = #2 HDPE 
 Natural

#5 – tubs = #5 PP
all metal food & drink cans = Tin Cans
clear glass food & drink 

containers = Clear Glass
most wine bottles = Green Glass
most beer/yeast bottles = Brown Glass
junk mail/magazines/paper = Junk Mail
newspaper/pennysaver = Newsprint
cardboard boxes / 

kraft paper = Cardboard*

* Waxy or plastic coated cardboard is garbage.

All CLEAN recycling is FREE!

Household Batteries
(just tape ends with clear tape)

Fluorescent Light Bulbs 
(limit 2 per day per resident)

We Also Accept 
All Electronics**
**$7.50 fee for CRT / tube style televisions / monitors

KEEP YOUR 
COMMUNITY SAFE!

Batteries placed in the 
garbage or curbside bin can be 

damaged and cause fires or 
contaminate our water supply. 
Be sure to remove the battery 
from your device, tape both 

ends and recycle your 
batteries separately at 

our facility.
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•  COUNTERTOPS  •  CORIAN  •  GRANITE  •  PORCELAIN  
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Designing a new kitchen or bath 
is easy when you let us help you!

•  STAIRCASES  •  RAILING SYSTEMS  •  WINDOWS  • DOORS – FINISHED or UNFINISHED

DECORA
CABINETRY
50% OFFBeautiful

• Cabinetry 
– Custom or Stock

• Countertops
– Granite  – Quartz
– Corian – Laminate
– Porcelain
– Solid Wood

Over
58 Years
Of Design & 

Construction 
Experience

We listen to your needs and help 
you create a workable space that’s 

organized and stylish.
Stop in and see how beautiful they are.

WOLF CLASSIC
CABINETS

•High Quality
•All Wood
  Construction
•Exceptional
   Value
•Fast Delivery*

(Some restrictions apply)

*Some styles and finishes

Veteran homeowners recognize the value of remodeling their kitchens and 
bathrooms. Kitchens and baths tend to appear dated more quickly than other 
spaces, such as living rooms and bedrooms, which can always be revamped 
with some fresh paint and new furnishings. 
The home improvement pricing resource Home Guide indicates an average 
bathroom remodel costs anywhere from $5,500 to $15,000 depending on the 
size and scope of the renovation. However, a bath redo can increase a home’s 
resale value and can return as much as 68 percent of homeowners’ 
investments. As homeowners plan their bathroom renovations, it’s a good 
time to consider improvements that will improve function and add design 
appeal for years to come. 
• Floating vanity: Add an airy feeling to the room by creating space between 
the vanity and the floor. A floating vanity can be a counter with a vessel sink 
or even have cabinets, as long as the vanity doesn’t extend to the floor.
• Freestanding traditional sink or tub: There’s something elegant about a 
freestanding tub or pedestal sink. Such features can lend a classic vibe to a 
space. However, freestanding fixtures also come in modern or eclectic forms, 
so there are options for any design style.
• Frameless showers: Switch to a walk-in shower option, which improves 
aesthetics and makes it easier to “age in place” in a home. Pair that frameless 
shower with clear glass shower doors so sightline in the space remains 
unencumbered. 
• Natural textures: Create a calm and serene sanctuary in the bathroom with 
light, natural hues and materials. Nature-inspired colors on tiles, walls and 
vanities can add to the spa vibe.
• Dual sinks and vanities: With a double vanity, two people can share the 
space and easily use the bathroom without getting in each other’s way. One 
vanity with two sinks works, but homeowners can create even more personal 
space by dividing vanities and mirrors.
• Small textured tile on shower floors: Small textures are appealing and add 

Must-have features 
in your bathroom 
remodel

safety. The added texture and grouting will keep feet from slipping on wet 
floors. Also, opt for mold-resistant grout to make cleanup even easier.
• Special shower heads: Invest in shower heads that can run the gamut from 
creating steam showers to rainfall effects. Some showers will have multiple 
shower jets to offer an invigorating experience.
• Improve drainage: Increase the diameter of the drain pipe in the bathroom 
from the standard to a two-inch drain pipe. This will reduce the risk of clogs 
and overflow leaks.
• Install a window: Natural light and air flow can reduce the risk for mold and 
mildew growth, and windows add some aesthetic appeal to a space. Just be 
sure to choose frosted privacy glass.
Additional considerations for a bath remodel include heated floors, well-
placed and attractive storage options and a toilet enclosure (water closet) for 
added privacy. These and other bathroom renovation ideas can add value and 
improve the appeal of the room.  TF21A423
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4050 US Hwy. 20, RICHFIELD SPRINGS
www.americanhomesny.com • 315-858-1600 • OPEN 7 DAYS

N.Y.’s MANUFACTURED HOUSING SUPERCENTERN.Y.’s MANUFACTURED HOUSING SUPERCENTER

Want to be in your home by 
Thanksgiving of 2022?

Don’t wait! Homes ordered right now are 
being shipped in late Spring-Summer 2022.

14x76 (72)
2 Bedroom,  2 Bath

Need a new home 
ASAP?  These 
singlewides are 

ready for 
IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY!

Over 25 

Homes on 

Display

Let us help you get pre-qualified and begin building your 
dream home today while interest rates are still low!

5 

available

4 

available

14x72 (68) 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath

If the kitchen is the heart of the home, then the dining room may be akin to 
one of its arteries. The mood created in the kitchen spreads to the dining 
space where family and friends gather to eat and enjoy one another’s 
company.
Dining rooms can get lost in the home renovation shuffle, as many 
homeowners tend to focus on renovating kitchens and bathrooms instead. 
Homeowners do not have to invest a lot of money in renovations to give their 

dining spaces awe-inspiring makeovers. 
Here’s how to do so on a budget.
• Lighten and brighten. Dining rooms were 
once very formal spaces. Dark woods, large 
pieces of furniture, over-the-top chandeliers, 
and other details could be found in many 
homes. But now that houses are being built 
with open floor plans, dining rooms can blend 
with other spaces, which have moved to 
lighter colored walls, flooring and furniture. 
A fresh coat of vibrant paint can work 

wonders and it doesn’t cost much. If you can’t remove a floor, cover it with a 
brightly colored area rug.
• Switch things up with slipcovers. Slipcovers can be changed each season to 
dramatically alter the look of a dining room for little investment. Slip covers 
also protect chairs and can be easily laundered after spills.
• Add floating shelving. Floating shelves provide much-needed storage or 
display space without the need to invest in another piece of furniture. 
Depending on the shelving, they can work in modern design schemes or even 
farmhouse dining spaces.
• Clear out the clutter. It might be time to say “so long” to that large curio 
cabinet and the knickknacks within it. Curio and china cabinets used to be de 
rigueur, but plenty of people now prefer more open and airy dining rooms. 

Budget-friendly 
dining room 
renovation ideas

For those who want to keep the cabinet, try decluttering inside to only include 
the very best display pieces and see if the cabinet can be refinished with paint 
or a lightly colored stain.
• Improve lighting. Make the chandelier the statement piece of the space. Go 
for a bold color or an innovative design. Then add accessories throughout the 
space that coordinate with the chandelier.
• Add bench seating. Those who need additional seating may not have to get 
entirely new furniture. Swap out some chairs for benches, which can fit a 
couple more guests than chairs.
• Create depth with color. HGTV says that using various shades of the same 
color in a space can add depth. Coordinate drapes, walls, seat fabrics, and 
accessories for a cohesive design.
Renovating a dining room doesn’t require a large investment of time and 
money. A few simple steps can give dining spaces a whole new feel without 
busting homeowners’ budgets.  DE21B459

Improve lighting. 
Make the 
chandelier the 
statement piece 
of the space. Go 
for a bold color 
or an innovative 
design.
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OMAX
Water Jet
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Featuring the latest trends and design options 
in countertops, cabinets, lighting, tiles, 

fixtures and much more.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Military & Senior Citizen Discounts Available 
Call Today for a FREE Consultation

607-745-7914

Specializing in Kitchen and 

Bath Remodeling

We offer: Fuel Oil, Kerosene, 

Diesel, Gas and Propane

Oil and Gas
Mobile Home Furnaces

Boilers

with

and
Furnaces

Air Conditioning
Air Handlers & Boilers

6254 County Road 32, Norwich, N.Y. 13815
PHONE: (607) 334-3633 • Nights, Sundays & Holidays (607) 334-7970
www.reesemarshall.com • email: service@reesemarshall.com

Call today to schedule your 
cleaning for optimal performance 

this heating season. 

When shopping for a home, buyers often try to envision themselves living in 
a given property. Images of family gatherings and holidays may instantly 
come to mind, but prospective homeowners also may begin to envision 
changes they would make to a property if they were eventually to call it 
home.
Changing an existing structure or building an entirely new home on an empty 
plot of land can be exciting. Such changes typically require excavation, 
which is a complicated process that may be necessary for projects big or 
small.

What is excavation?
Excavation is the process of extracting material from the ground by digging. 
Earth, rock and other materials may be moved during the excavation process. 

Can do-it-yourselfers excavate?
Skilled DIYers who have participated in excavation projects in the past may 
be able to handle a project on their own. However, it’s important that 
homeowners recognize that excavation is about more than just digging in the 
ground. It’s a complicated process that requires the use of specialized tools 
and equipment. In addition, a strong understanding of the land that will be 
excavated is required for the project to be safe and go smoothly. 

Why hire an excavation professional?
Even the most skilled DIYer might be better off hiring an excavation 
professional than going it alone. That’s true for a number of reasons.
• Liability: Homeowners who hire a fully licensed and insured professional 
excavation firm can rest easy knowing that they will not be responsible for 

Why excavation is 
best left to the 
professionals

any damages or injuries that may occur during the project.
• Permits/requirements: A professional excavation firm typically files all the 
necessary paperwork for work permits or can advise which permits 
homeowners will need to go forward with the project. In addition, 
professionals will know the local laws regarding building and excavation. For 
example, homeowners may be unfamiliar with the concept of lateral support, 
which refers to landowners’ right to have their land physically supported in its 
natural state by adjoining land and underground structures. This is an 
important concept to understand during an excavation project, and 
professionals can advise homeowners if a project they want to undertake will 
violate lateral support laws.
• Experience: Perhaps the best reason to work with excavation professionals 
is their experience. A lack of excavation experience can result in damage to a 
homeowner’s property and surrounding properties, which can prove costly. 
DIYers may not know the type of soil they have on their property nor 
recognize the different types of challenges each type of soil can present 
during an excavation project. Such knowledge comes with experience and is 
often invaluable.
Skilled DIYers can tackle many home improvement projects on their own. 
However, the complex nature of excavation makes these types of projects the 
kind that are best left to skilled professionals.  FH218165
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WOOD • GAS • PELLET WOOD • GAS • PELLET 
COAL • ELECTRIC • OILCOAL • ELECTRIC • OIL

116 Warn Pond Road, Rte. 12 South, Oxford, NY

Financing
Available

COAL STOVES • BOILERS • FURNACES

FACTORY AUTHORIZED DEALER & PARTSFACTORY AUTHORIZED DEALER & PARTS

“Designing Kitchens for more than 40 years.”
“Rated the best built cabinet in America 
by the leading consumers magazine.”

Affordable quality cabinets and 
complete design services.

The Only Independent/Family Owned 
Kitchen Design Center in the Area

(607) 843-9834 • www.fabershome.com

BAGGED 
PELLETS & COAL

SPECIAL
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

FLOORING

COUNTERTOPS

• Hardwood
• Laminate
• Luxury Vinyl 

Plank & Tile
• Tile
• Luxury Sheet Vinyl

Laminate • Quartz • Granite

116 Warn Pond Rd., Rte. 12 South, Oxford
607-843-2000
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10 am-5 pm, 
Thurs. 10 am-6 pm; Sat. 9 am-1 pm
www.countrysideoxford.com

WE WELCOME 
DO-IT-YOURSELFERS & CONTRACTORS
Your #1 Home Improvement Resource

Looking For A New
Kitchen or Bath in 2021?

COME TO THE
#1 DESIGN CENTER 

IN CHENANGO
COUNTY.

JUST MINUTES FROM OXFORD!

18

No Power?  No Problem!
Don’t be left out in the cold this winter.  A Fireplace Xtrordinair® or Lopi® hearth 
appliance can provide your family with warmth & comfort even when the power 
goes out!  P.S. - You can even use your Lopi to cook on!  Now is the perfect time 
to invest in a beautiful Fireplace Xtrordinair® or Lopi® gas or wood heater.  Come 
see our vast selection of fireplaces, inserts and stoves that can add the 
ambiance of fire to any home.  Talk to us about your creative vision of fire and let 
us help you ignite the fire within.
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Plumbing & Heating Specialists
Gilbert Plumbing and Heating 
has been providing quality 
plumbing and heating 
services for over 30 years.

We offer full heating 
equipment service 

including new 
installations, repairs and 

service contracts. 
We provide commercial 
and residential services 
for any heating or 
plumbing system 
installation and repairs.

Contact us for details 
or for an estimate.

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
PO Box 96, Gilbertsville, NY 13776 607-783-2289

www.gilbertph.com

Gilbert Plumbing and 
Heating...Quality without 

Compromise!

    $9375

278 Atswell Rd., Richfield Springs

315-858-0841
Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 5 pm  •  Sat. 8 am - 3 pm  •  CLOSED SUNDAY

* No credit check, pay within 90 days same as cash price

12’x28’ GARAGE

/mo. for 
36 months

$7,165
$33171

12’x24’..............$6,500
12’x20’..............$5,838
12’x18’..............$5,200

8’x10’ MINI BARN

/mo. for 
36 months

$2,025

8’x12’................$2,274
10’x12’..............$2,417
10’x16’..............$2,907

* *
or or

• All framing 16’’ on center
• 3/4’’ Tongue & Groove Flooring

• Smartside Siding
• Lifetime Architectural Shingles

• Fabrics & Sewing Supplies

• Scooters & Wagons

• Housewares & Gift Items

Curb appeal can affect prospective buyers’ perception of a home. 
When addressing curb appeal, homeowners may be inclined to focus 
on features that are easily seen from the street during the day. But what 
can a homeowner do to improve on his or her home’s nighttime 
aesthetic?
Outdoor lighting is one aspect of curb appeal that is often overlooked, 
advises the home improvement experts at The Spruce. Homeowners 
may fail to recognize the importance of how proper illumination can 
provide their homes with a warm glow and make it look beautiful after 
the sun has set. For example, think of how cozy and inviting 

neighborhoods appear during the 
holiday season when homes are strung 
with twinkling lights. Homeowners 
can replicate that look all year long 
with lighting elements.
Lighting for evening hours also helps 
maintain a safe environment for 
people who are visiting the property. 
Illuminating walkways and doorways 

provides a clearly visible and safe path to and from the home.
The following are a few ways to improve outdoor lighting.
• Focus on architectural features. Outdoor lighting can focus on the 
external features of the home’s architectural style. Use light to draw 
attention to interesting gables, dramatic roof lines, dormers, or curved 
entryways. 

Lighting is a key
component of 
curb appeal

Think of how cozy and 
inviting neighborhoods 
appear during the 
holiday season when 
homes are strung with 
twinkling lights.
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1-800-723-9092
315-691-4900
Don’t be fooled by the Name.
We’re the Best in the Game! 

www.citiscapellc.com
Senior Citizen & Military Discounts

• Block Work to Framing
• Sheet Rock to Electric
• Kitchens to Bathrooms 
• Post  Beam to
  Custom Wood Work 
• Land Clearing to Pond Building 
• Patios to Retaining Walls
  and Everything in Between

We can build the 
outrageous or elegant, 
the simple or
complex structures. 

Rinker Agency LLC
607-639-1930
191 Main St. PO Box 23, Afton, NY
roxannalrinker@yahoo.com

Priceless Peace of  Mind.
Low Monthly Premiums.

Trusted Insurance
Solutions to Safeguard
Your Family, Property
& Future

• Life Insurance
• Business Insurance
• Homeowners
• Renters
• Automotive
• Motorcycle
• Marine Ask about our affordable umbrella policies!

Call today for a comprehensive consultation and 
quote. We have the knowledge, experience and 
network to ensure you receive the best coverage for 
your needs at the best possible price.

THE KITCHEN 
YOU ALWAYS 

WANTED

MODEL KITCHENS ON DISPLAY
...Come look at and feel the quality!

In-home consultation & design service.
Model kitchen on display

Countertops:
• Granite • Quartz • Laminate • Solid Surface

Let us help you design a functional 
& inviting place for your friends 

& family to gather

by

COAL
STOVES & FURNACES

Free standing, 
automatic, hand fired 
add-on furnaces and 
add-on boilers. Direct 
vents available. BTUs 
70,000–500,000.
prices start at

$2,279
See our experts today!

Units are in stock.

We Are 
Your Carhartt 
Headquarters

Full Line of Carolina 
Boots In Stock

• Jeans • Jackets • Bibs • Shorts
• T-Shirts • Sweatshirts
• Women, Children & Baby

Ask Us How To Cut Your 
Fuel Bill IN HALF!!

STOVEPIPE & 
ACCESSORIES

(Adaptors, Elbows, 
Support Pieces)

Direct Pellet, Gas & Chimney Vent

LARGEST SELECTION OF 
SMOKE PIPE IN THE AREA!

Easy financing available. 
Payments as low as $65/mo.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RENTALS
FULL LINE OF TOOLS & EQUIPMENT

• Rototillers • Jackhammers • Leaf Blowers 
• Contractor Tools • Scaffolding 
• Tables & Chairs • Lawn Vacuum
• Chimney Brushes • Chain Saws
• High Weed Cutters • Power Post Hole Digger 
• Chipper Vacs  • Log Splitters
• Pressure Washers • Tents & More

Heavy Duty 
Commercial 

Quality Washers 
& Dryers

American Made!

Small 
engine parts 

stocked

• Play up landscaping. Stylish lighting can highlight trees, shrubs, 
pathways, gardens, and all of the elements of softscapes and 
hardscapes on a property. The lighting experts at Vernon Daniel 
Associates say that soft lighting can make homes feel warm and cozy. 
Uplighting trees or other elements can add a dramatic effect. 
• Light up all doors. Make sure that doors, both entry and garage, are 
properly lit for ease of entry and egress from the home. Safety.com, a 
home and personal security resource, says a home burglary occurs 
every 15 seconds in the United States. Installing motion-activated 
lights or lights on timers can deter break-ins. Consider using home 
automation to control porch lights and other outdoor lights remotely, if 
necessary.
• Create entertaining areas. Outdoor lighting can be used to extend the 
hours residents can spend outside. This is great for entertaining and can 
be an excellent selling point.
Homeowners are urged not to overlook outdoor lighting as a vital part 
of their plan to improve curb appeal.  TF18C540



12 Fall Home Improvement #2 / October 5, 2021

8:00-5:00

SALES SERVICE

PARTS RENTALS

ChenangoSales.com
976 State Hwy. 12

Greene, NY
607-656-8219

Who hasn’t, at one point in their lives, lamented a lack of space and 
organization at home? A lifetime’s worth of items have to be kept 
somewhere, and without the right organizational strategy, clutter can quickly 
take over.
The home improvement site Home Therapy says that, when square footage is 
limited, tapping vertical walls is the fastest way to maximize and multiply 
the space available. Hooks, rods, shelving, built-ins … the sky is the limit 
when it comes to finding additional storage and adding a bit of personality to 
tight quarters. Even homes that may have adequate space can benefit from 
vertical solutions.
Here are some ideas to put vertical and other less-utilized areas to work for 
you.
1. Hang wire or plastic file organizers on the inside of kitchen cabinets to 
easily store cookie sheets, trays and cutting boards.
2. Save on counter or cabinet space with hanging spice racks. These can be 
hung directly on walls or on the inside of cabinet doors.
3. Stack all the stuff you can, including washers and dryers, beds (with 
storage drawers underneath) and even stacking nesting tables. 
4. Choose furniture that is tall rather than wide. This can mean swapping out 
a dresser in a bedroom for an armoire or vertical chest of drawers.
5. Canvas bags hung on a towel bar on a wall can keep dirty clothes wrangled 
until it’s time to wash them. This also eliminates clothes hampers on the 
floor.

12 ways to 
maximize 
vertical space

6. Add a second rod or shelving to the inside of closets to create more space 
for clothing and other items.
7. Take kitchen cabinets all the way to the ceiling. Store lesser used items on 
the uppermost shelves and the items you use each on the most accessible 
shelves.
8. Install a shelf over the entryway to a room to utilize this seldom-used 
space. Shelves also can be custom cut and placed in oddly shaped areas, such 
as in attic rooms under the eaves or on slanted walls.
9. Dowels or curtain rods and some fabric can be used to fabricate slings to 
hold books or magazines.
10. Invest in some magnetic boards that can hold keys or notes by the front 
door or store knives on a kitchen wall.
11. Install two towel bars parallel to one another on the wall of a bathroom. 
These can hold extra toilet tissue or rolled hand towels.
12. Use rope plant hangers to store potatoes or onions near prep areas. The 
same plant hangers can wrangle stuffed animals and small toys in kids’ 
rooms.
Utilizing vertical areas in a home is a great way to increase storage capacity 
and keep rooms more organized.  TF191646
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ALL YOUR WINTER SURVIVAL 
NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF!

If we don’t have it and you need it, we’ll get it!

             CALL US!

CANAL STREET 
HARDWARE & SUPPLY

WE MAKE 
HYDRAULIC 

HOSE 
ON-SITE!

We carry

FEED

• Best Pricing Around on
Outdoor Drainage Pipes

• Interior & Exterior
Valspar Paints,

Cabot Stains & Supplies

• Snow Shovels • Rock Salt • Dry Shod Boots
• Insulated Boots • Gloves • Wild Bird Seed and Suet

• PLUS SO MUCH MORE!

Canal Street  Hardware 
and Supply LLC.

3 South Canal Street, Oxford • 607-843-6929
Expanded Hours: 7 am-6 pm M-F, 7 am-4 pm Sat. & Sun.

Twin Valley, L.L.C.
Wholesale & Retail Lumber

- ENHANCING YOUR HOME 
WITH THE BEAUTY OF WOOD -

All major northeast species of 
Hardwoods & Softwoods

• Dimensional lumber - S2S & S4S
• Hardwood Flooring • Moldings
• V-grooved Paneling
Contractors, Woodshops & Hobbyists 

are always welcome!

NYS Rte. 8, Bainbridge, NY 13733
Ph: 607•563•4300
Fx: 607•563•3030

M-F: 7:00-4:00, Sat: 8:00-1:00

Autumn marks the time to transition from the hot days of summer to the 
chilly weather of winter. As people remove sweaters and long pants from 
storage, cleaning up their yards also may be on their minds. 
Fall is a season of beautiful foliage, but once that magical color show is 
over, thousands of leaves have fallen to the ground, necessitating a few 
weekends’ worth of yard work. Some homeowners may be on the lookout 
for environmentally friendly ways to handle autumn yard work, and 
thankfully there are plenty of eco-friendly ways to tackle such tasks. 

Leaves
The tallest task with regard to fall yard work is collecting the leaves that fall 
to the ground. Some homeowners prefer to wait until all of the leaves have 
fallen before starting the collection process, while others handle the task in 
stages to make it more manageable. Regardless of your timing, skip the 
noisy gas- or electric-powered leaf blower in favor of a reliable rake. Raking 
not only collects the leaves but also helps men and women burn calories 
while ensuring they are not creating any noise or air pollution.
Invest in a durable, ergonomic rake to get the job done quickly and without 
injury. Innovators are constantly reinventing the rake, and now there are 
designs that do not trap leaves, saving homeowners from the time-
consuming tasks of cleaning the rake’s teeth. Rake on  a calm day so the 
wind isn’t thwarting your efforts.
When it comes time to bag the leaves, use biodegradable paper bags or look 
for mesh-like bags that are made from cornstarch. These are more eco-
friendly than plastic bags, which can take much longer to decompose.
You won’t need to dispose of all the leaves you collect. Shred some to use as 

Autumn Yard 
Work Gone 
‘Green’

mulch, which can prevent soil erosion during the winter. Some leaves can be 
added to compost piles or used as a soil ammendment in planting beds. 

Compost
Autumn is an ideal time of year to get started on building a compost bin. 
Take advantage of the cooler temperatures to make outdoor work more 
comfortable.
According to the Audubon Society, American yards generate two tons of 
clippings each year. A lot of that waste ends up being bagged and thrown 
away. Instead of producing waste, compost leaves and grass trimmings to 
use as valuable fertilizer come the spring planting season.
When choosing a location for your compost bins, be sure to place them  a 
good distance away from the house but near enough to garden beds. Most 
yard waste and food debris can be added to the compost pile. Just avoid 
animal products, which can produce harmful bacteria. 
Keep the compost damp and turn it periodically to facilitate the 
decomposition process. Soak finished compost in water to create “compost 
tea.” This liquid mixture can be sprayed on lawns in the fall to give the yard 
a nutrient boost that promotes healthy regrowth when the warmer weather 
returns.
Eco-friendly lawn care can save energy, money and natural resources.  
TF149545
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2726 State Hwy. 7, Bainbridge, NY
(Located Between Rte. 8, Sidney and Bainbridge, NY)
607-967-4877
www.metalroofingandmetalsiding.com

Don’t Buy a Pole Barn Package
Until You’ve Contacted Us!
We Offer Competitive Pricing 
and Guarantee Satisfaction.

• MATERIAL PACKAGE
• Pre-Engineered Wood Trusses (6/12 Pitch, 4’ O/C)
• 4.125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Eave Posts (8’ O/C)
• 4.125 x 5.187 Structural Glulam 3 Ply Gable Posts (10’ O/C)
• 2 x 8 Treated Skirt Boards (1 Row)
• 2 x 4 Wall Girts (24” O/C) and Roof Purlins (24” 0/C)
• 2 x 10 Double Top Girt Truss Carrier
• 1/4’’ M W I Dbl. Bubb. Dbl. Foil Temp Shield Insulation on Roof
• Beige Evertast II Traditional Steel Siding
• Ivy Evertast II Traditional Steel Roof
• One Bag of Concrete Mix Per Post Hole

• DOORS & WINDOWS
• Two Clopay 9 x 8 4300 Series Ins. Overhead Door Ins. Stds
• One 3’ 9 Lite Entry Door

• 12” OVERHANG ON ALL SIDES W/ VENTED ALUM. SOFFIT
• FASTENERS

• 1 1/2 Inch Screw for Steel Wall, Roof Panels
• 5 ln. Ledger Lock Screw for Truss Carrier
• 3 1/2 ln. Galv. Pole Bam Nails for Skirt Board
• Galvanized Steel Framing Nails

• DETAILED BUILDING PLANS

POLE BARN PACKAGE

Designed  to meet 

Your Needs

Call 
Today 

for Your 
FREE
Quote!

24’ X 32’ X 10’
POST FRAME 
PACKAGE:

Call for 
current pricing

UPSTATE TOOLUPSTATE TOOL
& EQUIPMENT  LLC& EQUIPMENT  LLC

5368 State Highway 12, Norwich, NY  13815

607-244-0252
upstatequalityrental@icloud.com

Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30-4:30, Sat. 7:30-noon, Closed Sun.

Welder & Cutting Equipment
Heaters
Forced Air Multi-fuel Heater  
175,000 BTU

Power Tools
1/2” Hammer Drill 28V
Demo Saw
Power Broom
Air Jack Hammer
Electric Jack Hammer (w/bits)
Paint Sprayer

Power Equipment
Generator
Pressure Washer
10” Tile Saw
2” Sump Pump
Appliance Hand Truck
Post Hole Drill 
Walk Behind Brush Hog
Log Splitter
Walk Behind Tiller
Trencher Earth Saw
Floor Sander
Floor Edger

See Us for All Your Rental Needs!

• Skid Steers

• Backhoes

• Attachments

• Dozers

• Excavators

• Rollers 

• Loaders

• Lifts

• Scrappers

& Off Road 

Trucks

• Challenger Tractors 

& Attachments

• Trailers & Car Dollies

WE RENT TO
HOMEOWNERS 

& CONTRACTORS

Rentals by 
the Day, 
Week or 
Month

We are now an 
AMSOIL DEALER,
also Selling Truck 

Accessories &
Plows/Parts

Homeowners often take steps to winterize the interior of their homes in 
the weeks before winter’s arrival, but such efforts should extend to the 
outside of a home as well.
Decks make for great gathering places when the weather permits. 
Decks are where many people spend their free time and eat their meals 
come spring and summer, when the temperatures climb and the sun 
sets well into the evening. But as summer turns to fall, homeowners 
must take measures to protect their decks from potentially harsh winter 
weather.
• Inspect the deck for problems. Decks tend to be used more often in 
summer than any other time of year. That makes fall and early winter 
an ideal time to inspect for wear and tear and any additional issues that 
may have cropped up throughout the summer. Damaged boards and 
loose handrails should be fixed before winter arrives, especially for 
homeowners who plan to use their decks in winter. Fixing such issues 
in winter and even into spring may be difficult thanks to harsh 
conditions, so make good use of the relatively calm autumn weather to 
fix any issues on the deck.
• Clear the deck of potted plants. Even homeowners who intend to use 
their decks in winter should remove potted plants from the deck in the 
fall. The home improvement experts at HGTV note that moisture can 
get trapped between deck boards and plastic, wood or ceramic 
containers in cold weather, and that can contribute to mildew, 
discoloration or decay.
• Store unnecessary furniture. Homeowners who like to sit on their 
decks in winter will no doubt want to leave some furniture out over the 
winter. But those with lots of furniture for entertaining guests can 
likely move the majority of that furniture into a garage or shed for the 

Prepare your 
deck for winter

winter. HGTV notes that doing so will prevent the potential formation 
of blemishes on the deck that can result from inconsistent weathering.
• Remove snow, but do so carefully. Prolonged contact with snow and 
ice can damage a deck. As a result, homeowners should clear snow 
from their decks when accumulation is significant. HGTV 
recommends using a snow blower on the deck to avoid scarring. If a 
shovel must be used, push snow with the planks to reduce the risk of 
damaging the deck.
Homeowners who take steps to protect their decks throughout the 
winter months can ensure these popular areas are ready once 
entertaining season returns in the spring. FH198133
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Heating & 
Cooling
All In One

Rebates & Financing Available Now.
blueoxenergy.com • 800-723-2583

Homeowners who have not yet upgraded to a programmable thermostat 
could be doing themselves a significant disservice. Not only are 
programmable thermostats key to saving energy, they also save money.
The Alliance for Environmental Sustainability note that for every degree they 
adjust their thermostats, homeowners save between 1 and 3 percent on their 
heating and cooling bills. Setting the thermostat slightly warmer in the 
summer and a notch or two cooler in the winter can save a considerable 
amount of energy and money. The United States Department of Energy says 
homeowners who make slight seasonal adjustments to their thermostats  can 
save as much as 10 percent a year on heating and cooling costs.

But such adjustments are only truly effective when homeowners commit to 
them on a daily basis. The best way to stay on top of temperature settings is 
to purchase a programmable thermostat, which allow homeowners to 
predetermine when heat or air conditioning will turn on and off. Many 
programmable thermostats can store multiple daily settings, allowing 
homeowners to further customize their heating and cooling schedules based 
on the time of day as well as the day of the week. 
According to Energy.gov, a common misconception associated with 
thermostats is that a furnace or an air conditioning system works harder than 
normal to get the space back to a comfortable temperature after the 
thermostat has been set back, and that this hard work means the overall 
savings are negligible. However, when a home’s interior temperature is 
similar to the temperature outside, the home will lose energy to the 

Thermostats 

Save Money 

And Energy

surrounding environment 
more slowly. The lower the 
interior temperature, the 
slower the heat loss in cold 
weather, and a higher 
interior temperature will 
slow the flow of heat into 
your house in hot weather.
Programmable thermostats 
are available in a variety of 
models. Some are easier to 
program than others. 
Certain thermostats can be 
linked to a home’s wireless 
system so that adjustments 
to the thermostat can even 
be made when you are not 
at home. Consult with an 
HVAC expert to see if a 
particular thermostat works 
best with your system. 
Some homes may benefit 
from a dual- or multi-zoned 
system, which allows 
homeowners to adjust the 
temperature independently 
from other floors or wings 
of a home.
The location of the 
thermostat also is 
important. The thermostat 
should be placed where it 
can get the most accurate reading of the house. It should be on an interior 
wall away from direct sunlight, doorways, drafts, and windows. It should 
not be directly facing an air vent. Avoid placing furniture above or below 
the thermostat, as such furnishings can impede proper air flow. 
If you feel like your HVAC system is cycling on and off even after 
programming, you may need to call a technician, who can determine if 
there are any obstructions to the thermostat or if the unit is the 
appropriate size for your home.  TF148434

Consult With An HVAC Expert To 

See If A Particular Thermostat 

Works Best With Your System.
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